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provided  an adequa te  form for technical  discussion are 
no longer performing this  func t ion  because of the  t re-  
mendous  increase in the  number  of par t ic ipants  and of the  
ensuing l imi ta t ions  of t ime,  F o r  the  last  t w e n t y  years  or  
so symposia,  i.e., scientific meet ings  wi th  l imi ted  a t t en-  
dance and wi th  on ly  inv i t ed  speakers,  h a v e  been used 
more f requen t ly  because of t h e  advan tages  offered by  
br inging toge ther  a re la t ive ly  small  n u m b e r  of specialized 
scientists.  The  c l imate  of such gather ings  is more  con- 
duc ive  to  a h igh  level  of technica l  discussions t h a n  the  
larger and more  heterogeneous  scientific congresses. ~,¥hen, 
however ,  the  sympos ium has a re la t ive ly  large n u m b e r  of 
pa r t i c ipan t s  and  the i r  p r i m a r y  interests  are  diverse,  a 
p rob lem of commun ica t i on  arises. One such p rob lem was 
faced by  the  organizers of the  in te rna t iona l  sympos ium 
on 'Perspec t ives  in Marine Biology ' ,  held a t  the  Scripps 
Ins t i tu t ion  of Oceanography  of the  Un ive r s i t y  of Cali- 
fornia a t  La  Jolla,  California. 

The  p r i m a r y  purpose  of th is  conference was t h a t  of 
ident i fy ing  those areas of inves t iga t ion  t h a t  could be 
mos t  p rof i tab ly  a t t acked  a t  the  exper imenta l  level  in the  
field of mar ine  biology. Fo r  this  a im i t  appeared  necessary 
to inv i te  a n u m b e r  of biologists represent ing  a wide range 
of specialized interests ,  such as mar ine  and non-mar ine  
ecologists,  physiologists,  microbiologists ,  biochemists ,  
et iologists,  geneticists  and evolut ionists .  The  ac tual  
pa r t i c ipa t ion  was as follows: 47 inv i ted  par t ic ipants ,  131 
observers ;  14 na t ions  were represented.  In  developing the  
conference design, t he  planners  considered the  fol lowing 
prob lems  which were  inheren t  in the  na tu re  of t he  sympo-  
s ium:  (1) t he  dif f icul ty  of commun ica t i on  be tween  
specialists  in the  di f ferent  scientific fields represented;  
(2) language p rob lems  because of t he  different  nat io-  
nali t ies represented;  (3) the  t endency  of some scientists  to 
focus on single areas of research ra ther  t h a n  on broad 
problems of t he  to t a l  field; (4) the  re luc tance  of some 
scientists  to explore  unfami l ia r  grounds  in the  presence of 
the i r  col leagues;  and (5) the  t endency  of specialists  in a 
par t icu lar  field of science to seek ou t  and converse  wi th  
colleagues f rom the  same field r a the r  t h a n  f rom o the r  
disciplines. 

I n  one respect  this conference was like m a n y  o ther  
symposia :  scientists  were inv i ted  to prepare  papers  in 
advance  and read t h e m  a t  the  mee t ing ;  each formal  
p resen ta t ion  was followed by  a discussion of t he  issues 
raised by  the  speaker,  to which all the  a t tendants ,  inv i ted  
and observers,  were free to par t ic ipate .  However ,  in order  
to provide  a se t t ing in which in terdisc ipl inary  th ink ing  
could be t t e r  t ake  place and where  new areas of research 
migh t  be found, this  par t icu la r  sympos ium included 
ano the r  e lement :  the  ' I dea  Group ' .  Six such groups,  
consist ing of e igh t  or nine  inv i ted  par t ic ipants ,  plus a 
discussion leader  and a recorder,  me t  per iodical ly  th rough-  
ou t  t he  conference.  E a c h  ' I dea  Group '  included scientists  
f rom the  dif ferent  fields represented  a t  the  conference.  
These he terogeneous  groups m e t  eve ry  noon for lunch  and  
several  o ther  t imes  dur ing  the  symposium.  The i r  s t a ted  
purpose  was t h a t  of deal ing wi th  t he  broad  ques t ion  
around which the  ent i re  sympos ium was bui l t :  \ ¥ h a t  are  
now the  mos t  promis ing areas of expe r imen ta l  research 
in the  field of mar ine  biology ? The  ' I d e a  Groups '  were 
ins t ructed to use the  formal  presenta t ions  as background  
and as a spr ingboard for discussing this general  problem.  
The  discussion leaders and recorders  of each ' I d e a  Group '  
were members  of the  s taff  of the  host  Ins t i tu t ion .  A week 
prior to the  conference,  these leaders and recorders me t  to 
be or iented to the  conference design, the  purpose of the  
' Idea  Groups ' ,  methods  to get  t hem under  way, and the 
roles the  leaders and the  recorders  were expec ted  to play. 

The  recorders  p repared  a wr i t t en  s u m m a r y  of t i le subjects 
discussed dur ing each working session of the  groups;  the 
highl ights  of these discussions were also repor ted  to all the 
members  of the  sympos ium at  the  final session by  a panel 
including one person f rom each ' I d e a  Group ' .  

A t  the  end of the  conference  each pa r t i c ipan t  was asked 
to fill ou t  an  eva lua t ion  form in which ques t ions  were 
asked abou t  the  va lue  of this  conference design. 

I n  spi te  of some doubts  expressed a t  the  beginning of 
the  conference abou t  the  va lue  of the  ' I dea  Group ' ,  the 
par t ic ipan ts  a t  the  end expressed general  satisfaction 
wi th  this exper ience and felt  t h a t  th is  k ind of conference 
design would be useful in o the r  scientific conferences of 
this  type.  The  p lanned he te rogene i ty  of the  groups ap- 
peared to be useful and apprec ia ted  in t h a t  i t  provided 
a fine oppor tun i ty  for par t ic ipants  in the  conference to 
become be t te r  acqua in ted  wi th  colleagues f rom other 
disciplines. P robab ly  the  t e r m  ' Idea  Group '  was not  very 
fo r tuna te ;  a more  appropr ia te  name  migh t  be adopted  in 
fu ture  conferences. A thorough  or ien ta t ion  of the  leader- 
ship (leader and recorder) prior  to the  conference appears 
essential  for the  success of this  technique.  T h a t  this 
design has a defini te  value  in symposia  of this  k ind follows 
also f rom the  fact  t h a t  one of the  par t ic ipants  used it 
successfully in the  organiza t ion  of ano the r  scientific con- 
ference held in France  last  summer .  
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Corrigendum 

~k. BERTLER, A, CARLSSON, MARGIT LINDQVIST, and 
T. MAGNUSSON: On the Catechol Amine Levels in Blood 
Plasma alter Stimulation o/the Sympathoadrenal System, 
Exper .  7d, fasc. 5, 184 (1958), 

There  has  been an er ror  in t he  scale of the  F igure  B 
on page 185; co r rec ted  scale see be low:  
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